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with no little vigour of language, since it was mainly spade culture
and they were anxious for the support of their families. No great
amount of coming and going trampled the earth owing to the
difficulty of ploughing, the sparsely scattered fields covered with Kasa
grass, with their few clear spaces, their black soil stiff as black
iron, the branches bursting from the tree trunks set up here and
there, their growths of impenetrable Sydmaka their wealth of
Alambusa,) and their Kokildksa bushes not yet cleared away. Near
the village scaffolds constructed above ground suggested incursions of
wild beasts.

In every direction at the entrance to the forests were drinking
arbours made of way-side trees, which by their coolness seemed to
dispel the summer heat, There were arbours, where wooden stands
surmounted by an array of bristling water jars to steal away
thirst, cool porous vessels with dripping bases for allaying weariness,
pictures black with moist acquative plants, for the purpose of keeping
the water cold, bits of pink gravel taken from rivers to cool the air.

In other places again blacksmiths were almost intensifying the
heat by burning heaps of wood for charcoal On every side the
prospect was filled with the inhabitants of the district, who dwelt in
the surrounding country, and entered the woods to collect timber and
were enveloped in the provisions guarded for them by old men stationed
in the hamlet houses of the vicinity. Their bodies they had anointed
to prepare themselves for their hard sylvan toils. On their shoulders
were set strong axes, and about their necks hung their breakfast
bundles. They wore ragged clothes for fear of thieves. They bore
water in jars having mouths covered with corks of leaves, and
attached to their necks which were encircled by triple collars of
black cane. Strong yoked oxen maxched before them in couples.1

3.   Forest life

Banging on the outskirts of the country-side were hunters, who
grasped snares with intricate loops formed of animals' sinews, and
bore coiled traps and netted nooses fastened to a quantity of screens
used in shooting wild beasts, Fowlers roamed hither and thither,
loaded with cages of falcons, partridges, kapinjalas and the like,
while their boys loitered about with aviaries hanging from their
shoulders. Troops of female sparrows were caught with twigs whereon

1 Bana, Harsacarttra pp* 226-27. Kantakita=containing grass stalks I   Cf. IM<L, p, 139*
" Fjresh water-plants were coiled round a dripping globe ".